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~ Pusztic ADMINISTRATION. 


‘+ to the speech of Mr. Thomas, delivered in the Legis- 
Referring to ‘ lative Council, on the Criminal Procedure 
The Criminal Procedure Code Qode Amendment Bill, the Samachar 
Amendment Bil. Chandrika, of the aaa cree ype that, 
. ing on the ignorance of the Native Magistrate of the manners, 
co igre even of the language of the lower classes of Englishmen, 
Mr Thomas remarked that similar objections, based on the Englishman's 
‘onorance of native manners, customs, and language would not be urged 
against European Judges, seeing that the Englishman generally acquires a 
knowledge of the language and manners of the native, even before he 
somes out to India. Now, the Editor cannot help being amused by this 
argument. It is well known that an Englishman, even after a long residence 
‘7 India, cannot acquire a competent knowledge of the native language and 
ms. 
-. The Pratikdr, of the 16th March, complains of the summary method 
of trial adopted by Mr. Rattray, the Deputy 
Magistrate of Berhampore, in cases which, 
according to the orders of the High Court, 
ought to come under municipal bye-laws. In a criminal appeal from 
the decision of Mr. Rattray, the High Court, which discharged the appellant 
who had been sentenced by him to a month’s imprisonment for disobeying 
the order of the local Magistrate prohibiting the erection of huts, took 
occasion to remark that such cases should henceforth be dealt with under 
municipal bye-laws,and that charges like those which had been brought against 
the appellant could never come within the scope of the Penal Code. Now 
it appears that this order of the High Court did not satisfy Mr. Rattray, 
who has, in spite of this order, again resorted to the exercise of sumimary 
power, and sentenced several persons charged with offences similar to those 
noticed above to a month’s imprisonment each. Among the offenders there 
is a woman, who erected a new hut in the month of Pous last, 
when the order of the Magistrate prohibiting the erection of huts was 
not in existence. In these cases a summary procedure having been adopted, 
there is now no chance of appeal, and the only resource left to the 
sufferers is to make a motion. But,. then, the present Judge (Mr. Garret) 
will not entertain a motion, because he is unwilling to disturb the High 
Court for petty matters. What will the poor then do in such cases ? 
3. The Charu Vdrtd, of the 19th March, remarks that, if the Rent 
ian Bill is passed into law, the rights of the 
zemindars in land will.be reduced to a mere 
shadow. In the first place, the Bill contemplates destroying the power of 
agp to add to their khamar lands. The justice (?) done by the Legis- 
= to the zemindars does not stop here. No land, says the Bill, should 
e considered khamar which has not been in possession for-twelve consecutive 
rot This really means that zemindars, even though they may come 
i possession of a piece of land by legal means, should not be allowed to 
‘ake a free use of it. And all this ‘in the name‘of justice ! ; 


. ; The Prabhdtt, of the 28rd March, condemns the attitude taken 


met Bir ntl Procedure Code Amend- Up by the Hon’ble Mr. Rivers Thompson 
ment Bil p _ towards the Criminal Procedure Code Amend- 
ll, Placed as he is at the head of the executive ‘administration of 


Sengal, it : ° 
3 "ad = his duty not to encourage the Europeans to oppose the Bill. 


Opposition to the measure may be attributed either to his 
‘shorance of the Bengali character, or to his sympathy with the tea and 


indigo-planters, oh 
opposition, and the If the non-official Europeans be successful in this 


Mr. Rattray, Deputy Magistrate, 
Berhampore. 


Bill be consequently abandoned, then the fact will only 
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lead the public to feel an intense dislike for His Honor the Lieutenay. 
vernor. | 
Go 5. According to the oo ye Purnachandrodaya, of the 23, 
March, the recent increase in the number of 
Penal laws. criminals in this country is due to th 
rigors of the penal laws. The Editor accordingly suggests that the peng 
laws should be made less stringent. 
6. The Lurdwan Sanjivant, of the 23rd March, complains of 4, 
increase in the cost of litigation. One effeg, 


of this increase has been to exclude the poor 
from seeking redress in the courts of law. If one institutes a sy 


of the value of Rs. 5, he has to spend Rs. 60 to 65 to have it decided. Itig 
strange that this state of things should exist even in the reign of Lord Ripon, 


7. The Arya Darpan, of the 23rd March, thinks that Lord Ripon 


ought to interfere in : 
Salvation Army in Bombay. 5 favour of the Salvation 


Army in Bombay. The decision of the 
Magistrate, Mr. Dosabhoy Framji, against Mr. Tucker, is not consistent 


with any sound exposition of the provisions of the Penal Code. Itis 
strange that the Judges of the Bombay High Court should have confirmed 
that decision, the more so when it was well known that the police had been 
acting under orders from the Governor of Bombay. Besides there js 
no reason why the Salvation Army should be prohibited from singing in 


the streets, seeing that similar, and some even really objectionable, practices 
of other sects are not visited with any punishment. 


8. The Halisahar Prakdsikd, of the 24th March, dwells on the 
Ryots’ representative in the Indian necessity of appointing a ryots’ representa: 
Legislative Council. tive to the Indian Legislative Council, inas- 
much as the representatives of zemindars, who are in the Council, notwith- 
standing their professions, are not the men to further the interest of the ryot. 
9. The Gramvdria Prakasikd, of the 24th March, observes, in 

as: Shien Cedi reference to His Honor’s opposition to the 


Criminal Procedure Code Amendment Bill 
that Mr. Rivers Thompson’s accession to the Lieutenant-Governorship led 


the inhabitants of Bengal to entertain high hopes about the future of this 
country. Knowing His Honor to be kind-hearted, just, and honest, they 
justly thought that the miseries of Bengal would now end. But he has 
disappuinted them. Among other things His Honor has included fresh 
date-juice among exciseable articles, supported Mr. Rattray in his action 
in Pubna, and shown a spirit of indifference, even to so glaring a scandal, 
as that which has happened in Chittagong. 

10. The Bartdbaha, of the 24th March, complains of the incon 


Pubna. - venience felt by the inhabitants of Pubne 


owing to the absence of pure water in thal 
place. The water used by the inhabitants for drinking purposes 1s made 


unhealthy by the presence in it of grass and water-plants in a state o 
decomposition. 


ll. The Bharat Bandhu, of the 24th March, complains of the 
mene eh frequency of dacoities in the country, and 
thinks that Government ought to pay part 


Cost of litigation. 


cular attention to the subject. 


12, ‘The following remarks on the Bengal Rent Bill are made by the 
Bengal Rent Bill. ‘same paper :—lIn the first place, Government 


cannot in justice abolish the permanent settle 
ment. The abolition may do much good to the ryot, but the zemindaris sutt 


to suffer from it. Again, it is doubtful whether the proposed legislaties 
will, in practice, furtier the interests of the ryot. The Editor knows perfect!! 


( 183 ) 


‘+ will not. It was’ in fact. this consideration’ which, six 

well ied Sir Goneme Campbell to abandon his scheme of reform in 

ears a the ryot. The Editor admits that in some places the existing 

oc rela between the zemindar and the ryot' do call for change, but then 
re 3 


that is no reason why the change should be introduced everywhere indis- 


mi _ Besides, in this nineteenth century, there is scarcely a zemindar 
agen feel some interest for his ryot. Again, the spread of legal 
ledge among the ryots has made it impossible for a zemindar of the 
eal ies to disregard their rights with impunity. Instead of this 
“a the case, the zemindar is on the contrary often harassed by the ryot. 
oe roposal made in the Bill to limit the power of the zemindar to convert 

ot Vand into khamar land is not wholly justifiable on the ground of 
asianlty, ‘nasmuch as the difficulties which the proposal seeks to remove do 


' here. It is only here and there that a zemindar tries to 
eee be Hell land into Siieuie: Kiven if there were any necessity for the 
“ osal, the object might have been gained by other means than express 
f Fiasiot. Government might, for instance, direct the Collectors of revenue 
ss eeapere 0 list of khamar and ryoti lands, and to submit that list: to the 
Local Boards to be established under the Local Self-Government scheme, and 
farther rule that no ryoti land should be converted into a khamar’ without 
the express consent of the Collector and the members of the Local Board. 
13. The same paper complains of the miserable state of the village 
roads, and remarks that Government, inasmuch 
_——— as it has imposed the road cess for the 
express purpose of improving the roads, ought to see that they are taken 
proper care of, i RE Seen Nem 
14. Considering the ruinousness of the system of litigation intro- 


Rakes spelen duced: by the English Governnent in‘ this 
unchayet s : 


country, the Uchit Bakid, of the 24th March, 
recommends the restoration of the old punchayet system. : 


15. The Sédhdrani, of the 25th March, thinks that Bengali ought to 
be included among the subjects.of examin- 
University exami etna > Suuectof ations for the FA. and B.A. tests of the Uni- 


versity. This is required for the improvement 
of the language. Those that think that the recognition of Bengali as a'sub- 


ject for the F.A. and B.A. examinations will have the effect of discouraging 
the study of Sanskrit in the country, may have their fears removed by. pres- 
cribing that Sanskrit text-books for those examinations will continue to be 
studied in the Sanskrit College of Bengal, and in all the colleges of the 
North-Western Provinces. Again, the encouragement which the. study of 


Sanskrit has received of late from Government will be sufficient to prevent 
it from falling into neglect. on 


16. The same paper is of opinion that elective Chairmen are necessary 


ie : _. for giving effect to the elective system. 
live Chairman, 7° Without an elec. The system of election is not a- new thi 


in municipalities. As a matter of fact, 
members are almost 


) everywhere nominated. by election. It is elective 
airmen that the present system of municipalities lacks. The proposal 
or extending the elective system to Self-Government and Municipal Boards 


will not mend matters much. In fact, the system of election without elective 
‘Chairmen will not onl 


not do good, but in all probability be a source of 
mischief by giving officers ; ; / 


like Mr. Monro an ‘opportunity of saying that the 
system of election has proved a failure. 7 ie: 


A correspondent of the same paper: refers to the unsatisfactory 
Municipal highhandedness. . Mannerin which munreipal affairs are managed 
in Kooshtea. The recent. assessment shows.a 
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fivefold increase over the old assessment. It seems that the locality posseass 
none of the advantages of the municipal system, and the only importag 
features of. the municipality would seem to be oppressive taxation and fing 
inflicted upon casual visitors for committing nuisances in fields. 
18. A correspondent of the same: paper writes about the rights of 
; ryots to the following effect:—How is it thy 
a , _ Fyots are denied therr righis in the land, seeing 
that it is they through whose exertions waste lands are made fit’ for cultivg. 
tion, forests are cut down, and new lands are brought under cultivation? 
It is they that have occupied land first. — a 


19. The Sér Sudhdnidht, of the 26th March, says that great zemindan 


like the Maharaja of Durbhunga are then. 
ee often ignorant of the. oppressions tha 

are exercised by their. servants: upon the ryots, 
and that therefore there ought to be in the Imperial Council a man who is 
not a zemindar and knows all about the condition of the Bengal tenantry, 


20. The Sangbad Purnachandrodaya, of the 26th March, asks Govern- 


ment to establish agricultural colleges in the 
Agricultural Colleges. coun try. 


21. Referring to that part of the letter of the Sessions Judge of 


; Midnapore, addressed to Mr. Peacock, in which 

The Sessions Judge of Midnapore. the Judge had commented on the character 
of the Editor of the Medimt, the same paper of the 26th March denies 
that the Editor was acquitted on mere technical grounds. The fact wa 
that the Judge was satisfied with hearing the argument on the point of 
law involved in the case, and stopped Mr. A. M. Bose, counsel for the defence, 
from arguing the case further. The Editor was sorry that he was thus pre 
vented from exposing the misdemeanours of certain Government officer, 


It is strange that the Judge should now turn round and seek to charge the 
Editor with falsehood. 


22. In an article headed‘ The Dull Anglo-Indian,’ the Anand 

: Bazar Patrikd, of the 26th March, remarks 

Anglo Taciaa opposition tothe Juris: that unity among Anglo-Indians can do 10 
harm to Government. But then the Anglo 

Indians can attack Government. For its own interest. the English nation 
can do everything. In America the Englishman overturned the British 
Government for the preservation of his own intereet. It would therefore 
be no wonder if he attempted the same in India also. But if the people 
of India be on the side of Government, if can well afford to laugh # 
the defiant attitude of the Anglo-Indians. The Anglo-Indians 597 
that in case the Bill becomes law they should wind up their business her 
and return to England. But, remarks the Patrikd, that the very day. the 
avaricious Englishman leaves India for England, the sun of prosperity wil 
shine upon India and the British Government. The. English. natio2, 
which has taught many. things to natives, is now teaching them 
disloyalty. This being the case, it is desirable that these teachers of. evi 


should live at a distance from the people here—the greater the distance the 
better for them. | 


23. Writing on the subject of Local Self-Government, the bea 
Go - paper notices that a rumour is afloat 
ae re neither the Municipal nor the Local Self- 


Government Bill will be passed into law thi . this delay 17 
caleiiihiitien nied osail Pp id into law this ho Now this delay 


? 


peo 


si aa. eel ~~ ——_ oot ape lUlU Qe Ue 6, 
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st. place, the present agitation against Mr. Tbert’s Bull may: 
bese Hmeastoas if the new privileges contemplated by these 
ny he conferred on the people of Bengal. Delay may: prevent this result. 
, Secondly.—The people of Bengal, being intensely busy with: the 
Criminal Procedure Code Amend ment Bill; could not possibly give: dus: 
tention to the two Bills in question were they now passed. into law. 
Delay therefore will be of some use to them: 
Thirdly.—It is the intention. of Government. to introduce the new 
scheme without delay into Chota Nagpore and some other non-regulation 
rovinces. Now if the scheme succeeds there, that would be ‘air argument: 
soainst the supposition that the Bengalis are unfit for the privilege. 
The evil to be apprehended is that delay: may possibly bring about: 
Lord Ripon’s departure from India. 
94 The same paper notices a rumour to the effect that Mr. B. L.Gupta, Amro. Baus 
the Presidency Magistrate, is to be appointed waren 2oun, 1883. 
plauadedies to the office of Superintendent of Stamps and 
Stationery, and thinks that this is probably the outcome of Mr.. Lbert's Bill: 
Is it that Mr. Thompson is led to do this injustice to the Babu bya 
desire to please the Anglo-Indians ? foe 
95. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 26th March, som Pex, 
complains of the extension of the: Pooree Ms *, 188. 
Lodging-house Act to Gya. The grounds:of 
the complaint have already been noticed in paragraph 26 of our last: Report. 
96. Referring to the recent remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor: on som Paaxise. 
agoneseaee ast the Local Self-Government agg = 
merce ineco <—~ lg aper. observes that if appears, from wha 
aaiiiicamates: Sale Sgr tan calls Webbed Gust eeipalainns 
oficers of Government as Chairmen of Municipalities. It.1s clear, however; 
that a Chairman nominated on the elective principle is essential to the well- 
being of a municipality. It. is because’ municipalities have so long been 
: Hm presided over by Government officers: that villages under the: jurisdiction. of 
those municipalities have not been able to gain their objects. These official 
Chairmen scarcely visit a village with the management of whose affairs: they 
g areentrusted. What is more, they fail to make their appearance: in a 
on even when invited by the villagers for the purposes:of any local 
inspection. iy eh Tied a 
Again, in reference to the scheme of Local Self-Government, the Editor 
renarks that, in his opinion, the series of controlling agencies, such-as’ the 
Central Board, the Local Boards and Union Committees; are quite unneces+ 
tary. It should be enacted that Municipal Boards should:send. their: quarterly 
reports On the business done by them during thé time to Magistrates who 
thould give warnings to municipalities in case they find them going 
wrong in any matter; and in case of.a municipality not heeding the warning, 
should sin the matter to higher authorities. These last, on hearing what 


A tax on pilgrims. 


+d — a ————— es _ = 


default ng municipality had to say on the point, should decide the matter: 
tanything be proved against the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of any muni- 
apr} he may be superseded and a new man appointed in: his: place. 
" this means the work of self-government will be coneiderably simplified. 
# echeme is not likely to succeed unless natives be selected as Chairmen 
Vice-Chairmen, and the task of selection be entrusted to villagers. 
-_ the Bill ought to be passed into law immediately, for: delay would 
: oo olen which might prove detrimental to the interests: of. the 
“7. The following is the view taken: by. the: same: paper: of: the 8 Paarass. 
) The Rent Bill, Rent Bill:—The Editor: begins: by remarking 
) wis that the difficulties which beset. the. proposed 
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islation lave been created by the Legislature itself. The present difficultia 
af not, in fact, exist before the year 1859, when Government creajes 
them by conferring the right of occupancy on the ryot. The reason of 
this interference on the part of the Legislature was that oppressions wer 
committed by the zemindar on the ryot. The Legislature, however, insteag 
of enquiring into the true cause of the evil, and applying a proper remedy, 
satisfied itself with conferring a new right on the ryot. It is needless {, 
remark that the real difficulty was not thereby removed. The true ¢auy 
of the difficulty was the determination of the ryot to withhold the reg 
due to the zemindar, and the want of amg | on the part of the zeminds 
to realize his rent Jegelly due to him. ad the Legislature then devised 
some easy method for the realization of rents hy the zemindar, the present 
troubles would not have occurred. Even the present Bill labours under th 
same defect as that which marked the legislation of J859. Then the 
writer goes on to illustrate his position that, under the present system, it js 
really difficult for the zemindar to realize his due from the ryot, and suggests 
that it should be enacted that no ryot should be allowed to remove his cro 
from the field until he has paid his rents to the zemindar, and that in case 
of any suspicion of foul play on the part of the zemindar, the ryot should 
seek the protection of the law court. The writer next discusses the questions 
whether there is a class of men in Bengal called zemindars, and whether 
these men have any rights. Now it is proved by argument, customs 
obtaining in the country, and practice, that there has always been an inter. 
mediate class of men between Government and ryot,. called zemindar, 
To prove by reasoning the existence of the class of zemindars as intermediate 
agents between the King and the ryot, it is sufficient to remark that, 
finding it impossible for them to carry on the whole of the duties attaching 
to their position, Governors generally are found to depend on a certain 
number e influential men to act as intermediate agencies between 
them and their subjects. These latter gradually acquire rights in land, 
and come in process of time to be called zemindars. That they were 
recognized under Hindoo rule is evident from many expressions made use 
of in the Srad ceremony. That zemindars existed under Mahomedan rule 
is equally evident from the innumerable plots of land generally known 
under the name of brahmattaras or rent-free lands which were given to 
Brahmins. This proves that the zemindars had proprietary rights in their 
lands, for, unless they had that right, they could not have given their lands 
away as gifts to Brahmins. Even after the conquest of the country by the 
English, men who were first entrusted with the administration of the county 
saw with their own eyes the class of men called zemindars. Then the wniter 
sree a part of the speech of the Hon’ble Kristo Das Pal made in the 

egislative Council to prove that zemindars were recognized as such by the 
English Government in India. If, then, it be a fact that zemindars are 
proprietors of land, and in consequence have an absolute right therein, # 
Government justified in making any arrangement which interferes with that 
right ? Instead of destroying the rights of the zemindar by legislation, Govert 
ment might imitate Manu by fixing for ever the rent payable by the ryot. And 
in fixing a permanent rate it may be guided by the considerations of the cost 
of cultivation, profits of the cultivator, legal dues of the zemindar and of the 
Government, and the loss likely to be sustained by the ryot. in seasons 0 
drought and inundation. The writer remarks that experience has led bia 
to the conclusion that the present misunderstanding between the zeminds 
and the ryot 1s owing to the want of facility on the part of the zeminda | 
to realise his due, and the power exercised by him in enhancing the rates 


of rent. In case a satisfactory understanding is come to on these two points 
the whole difficulty wiil vanish. - 
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98. The Navavibhdkar, of the 26th March, gives the followin 
advice to the Anglo-Indian community :——It 
would have been better if the Europeans, 
-astead of wasting their energy in fighting with a shadow, had laboured for 
the achievement of some substantial good. It is hardly possible that they 
‘hould be successful in this quarrel with the Government of India. It is 
hich time that they should give up their present futile attempt and devise 
means for the protection of their real liberty. The following are the 
three points to which the MHditor draws the attention of the Anglo- 
tndians. In the first place, they ought to see that greater facilities are 
given for enlarging prisoners on bail, and that the power of making arrests 
snd keeping prisoners in custody is taken away from the police. ‘The police 
exercises equal power over the European and the ‘native. There 1s no 
‘tinction on this point. It is true that this dangerous power of the police 
s scarcely exercised to the prejudice of Europeans. Still it is not advisable 
ty count on their forbearance. It would be doing something to promote 
the cause of liberty to have this dangerous power of the police curbed, 
Acain, the law relating to the taking of bails requires to be modified. The 
time within which appeal is to be made to the High Court should be 
extended. The second advice given is that the Anglo-Indians ought to 
see that the trial by jury is introduced everywhere. At present the system is 
confined to some four districts only. Sessions Judges are now assisted by 
assessors. What the writer intends to say is that in case the trial by jury js 
introduced in Courts of Sessions, apprehensions of injustice on the part of 
the European criminal would be considerably lessened. The third advice 
given is that they should endeavour to bring about an improvement of jails. 
One of the objectionable practices obtaining in jails is that, in allotting 
work to criminals, no regard is paid to their condition or position in 
society. 

29. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech on the Local Self- 
aoe | Government Bill in the Bengal Legislative 
Sele Goyenenant-Governor on Local Council, the same paper remarks :—His 


_ Honor’s speech has disappointed the public. 
It would appear that the Lieutenant-Governor is not really in earnest to 


carry into effect the policy of self-government. It would seem as though 
his zeal had for some reason or other cooled down; and while he was giving 
utterance to a few words of mouth, his heart was absent in the Town Hall 
Meeting of Eurasians, or in the cool groves of Darjeeling. Not even a 
hundredth part of the zeal and singleness of aim which characterized. the 
a of Mr. Macaulay could be perceived in the speech of. the Lieutenant- 
| overnor of Bengal. The Editor was so long under the impression that 
ot for virtue, attachment to duty, and the will to do good to the people, 
which are found in rulers, all tend to produce the same result. But: he, it 
ems, was mistaken. Mr. Thompson said that the delay in passing the Bill 
wal “a many to correct their mistakes. This is true; for the delay has 
» c . the mistake which the writer had hitherto laboured under, namely 
ll ove for virtue in the ruler and the well-being of the subjects have no 
~ “ary Connection with each other. The Editor has already said in a 
x 7 bo Ry be paper oe by a rage oe Conferences and 
€ Otherwise supplied, then he wou Mr. 
or the creation of District Boards. ih os, ot med 
The same paper remarks that the efforts of Major Baring to 
The wheat policy of Major Baring. enable Indian wheat to compete successfully 
aa , with American wheat by reducing the cost of 
carrying ikely to bear any fruit. The reduction of the 
5 help him much in this matter. Australia produces 


advice to Europeans in Indis. 


y railway are not | 
charges would not 
Cat of a better quality, 


aud is thus gradually becoming a powerful rival 
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of India in supplying England with wheat. If Indian wheat is really to ¢,, 
pete with the eb Fa and the Australian wheat with any prospeg Fe 
success, measures should be taken for improving the quality of the aria, 
grown in this country, and attending more carefully than before to t, 
cleaning and sifting operations. : 


The writer then asks Major Baring to repeal the export duty on tig 
If this is done, an increase in the exportation of rice 1s sure to follow, I 
is not easy to see why the duty has not yet been repealed. Is it becang 
Englishmen are not rice-eaters? One reason why the export duty on whey 
has been taken off is that, in case England came to be at war with Ameriq 
and Russia, it might depend on India for the supply of wheat. Had rice 
in like manner, been an article of food to Englishmen, no doubt the export 
duty on rice would have been repealed. 


81. The Prabhdtt, of the 27th March, makes the following commen, 
on the administration to Mr. Thompson :~A, 

the Bengali proverb says, the man who hx 
black hair on his head is a character difficult to deal with, so the English 
Civilians are a set of men of whom it is very difficult to form a correct 
estimate. They would give you large hopes to-day only to disappoint you 
to-morrow. ‘This circumstance was abundantly illustrated in Sir Ashle 
Eden. Sir Ashley, when a Magistrate, was considered a friend of the 
people. But with the accession to high office a change came over his 
character. He turned to be a hater of natives. Such 1s also the case with 
the present Lieutenant-Governor. The people have already had evidence 
of the weakness of his character from what he has said on Mr. Ilbert’s Bill, 
Again, his attitude towards the Local Self-Government scheme has made 
them lose all confidence in him. When he first took charge of his office, he 
wrote minutes purporting to give full effect to the Viceroy’s intentions, But 
the view which he has expressed on the Local Self-Government Bull on the 
occasion of a recent discussion on the measure in the Bengal Legislative Council 
has made people doubtful of His Honor’s consistency. Mr. Thompson has said 
that years will elapse before the policy of self-government will fully be in 
operation throughout the country. ‘The reason assigned for this is that the 
system of election is fully new to the country. ‘Still nothing willbe 
wanting,” said he, ‘on his part to give all possible effect to the intention 
of the Government of India.” In answering addresses His Honor every- 
where used hopeful words, but now he turns round and says, in order that 
good results should follow from the new policy, we must work slowly and 
patiently. Again, it is his desire that Magistrates should have power 
over Local Committees. His Honor further holds that Local Boards, 
like the Municipal Boards, should be vested with new powers gradually. Nov 
that means that an epoch will pass away before the intention of Lord Ripo 
is carried into effect. These things all tend to show that His Honor bas 
lost all heart in the affair. At present he is doing only so much for the new 
policy as it is absolutely necessary for him to do for the sake of Lord Ripos 
32. Referring to the subject of District Boards, the Bhdrat Mihir, 0 
ih ele the 27th March, remarks that there are five 

: arguments in favour of creating them. The 


Mr. Rivers Thompson. 


are as follow :— 


(1).— Excepting a few of those situated in the vicinity of Calcutta, 
the sub-divisions lack learned and respectable me 


Unless learned and practical men take part in the nef 
scheme it has no chance of success. 


(2).—A beginning of Local self-government has been made in distri 


head-quarters, for a long time. School Committees 4 
Committees connected with the road cess and dispensar 


( 189 ) 


have given inhabitants of the district head-quarters some 
idea of self-government. Local Boards will be deprived 
of the help of thesemen. The new members will all be 
untried men. 


(3).—Local Boards will hardly be sufficient for carrying on the 
business of the whole district. The-proposal for creating 
Joint Boards, made by Mr. Macaulay, is not likely to be 
realized at all. | 

(4).—Learned and respectable men will not seek admission into Local 
Boards on account of the limited sphere of their duties. 

(5).—n case different officers be moEy for different Local Boards, 
funds for Local Boards will be severely taxed. These are 
the arguments which have led the editor to-advocate the 
creation of District Boards. , ; 

The concluding part of the article on District Boards contains the 
following remarks on the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech on Local Self- 
- Government:—His Honor has said that nearly 10 or 12 years will elapse 
hefore the new policy is brought into operation throughout the country. Itis 
not easy to see what this assertion means. It seems that His Honor’s ardour 
forthe new scheme has cooled down. His opposition to Mr. Ilbert’s Bill has 
given a shock to the people of Bengal. The weakness which he-has displayed 
by opposing the Bill is shameful and calculated to do mischief. After ponder- 
ing on the new scheme for a year, His Honor has said that the Bill is not 
going to be passed into law this year. Mr. Thompson ought to have been 
ashamed of this statement. While arguing against the creation of District 
Boards, His Honor has said that in district head-quarters there are two classes of 
men—the vakeels and the schoolmasters. These men are not residents of the 
district, but men who have come from Calcutta and other places. The 
Editor cannot but laugh at this display of ignorance on the part of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. He might have known on enquiry that most of the 
vakeels who are found in district head-quarters are inhabitants of those 
districts. Another objection of His Honor’s is founded on the apprehension 
that District Boards may after all turn out to be talking bodies only. This has 
been fully answered by what Baboo Bhudeb Mukerjee has said on the point. 

33. The Sahachar, of the 28th March, makes the following remarks 

the Benga! Rent Bil on the Bengal Rent Bill:—It is imperative 

7 on the Legislature to make a new law on the 

subject of landlord and tenant. It is clear that under Mahomedan rule 
the zemindars were simply izardars, and could occasionally alienate 
their estates either by gift or by sale. But the fact that they 
possessed that right does not at all prove that they were proprietors of 
land, seeing that such gifts and sales do often take place in Government 
khas mehals. Who would say that men who exercise that right are the 
true owners of the khas mehals? Still these zemindars ought to be protected 
| in their present status, because of the fact that Lord Cornwallis declared them 
oy ley -v —. But hegre as gy Ripon has correctly said, 
REY Tt pery y declaring the zemindar to be the proprietor of 
ae not extinguish the rights of other parties to the land. He even 
Cognized the rights of khodkast ryots. Be that as it may, Govern- 
98 cannot deny that ryots have some interest in the land they cultivate. 
ape ec the state of the country, it is desirable that the zemindars 
tlie Ay eg be kept intact. The present interference of the Legis- 
scabies % existing relations between the zemindar and the ryot is 
of the a _ 7 the negligence on the part of the zemindar to do his part 
' act which he had entered. into with Government for improving 


i ee and by the fact of the existence of exorbitant rates of rent 
‘lar and other provinces, — ; 


SawacHaR, 
March 28th, 1883. 
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Bamacuss, 84. The same paper remarks that mt, — —" | gradually 
March 28th, 1883. i a appearing in his true colours. is 

— anes 54 publicly said that natives are Be a 
petent to administer justice. Probably this opinion was based upon his 
former impressions. For, as a Lieutenant-Governor, His Honor has 
had no opportunity for reconsidering his views. Probably this js the 
reason which has led him to. break his word with reference to the Dolic 
of Local Self-Government. At first His Honor must have thought thy 
native gentlemen could take part in municipal business; but gradually 
that impression is vanishing from his mind. hat is the reason of this? 
It is true that Mr. Paul has declared himself against the new Policy of 
the Government; but his opinion on the question has no weight, seeino 
that it is given by one who is profoundly ignorant of the country on which 
he sits in judgment. It is to be regretted that opinions of men like 
Mr. Paul should have any weight with Mr. Thompson. The Kditor;; 
astonished to hear from His Honor that sudder sub-divisions in the 
mofussil lack able men. His Honor has again hinted that the works 
of self-government would not go on unless Magistrates were appointed 
Chairmen of Local Boards. 

The writer is sorry that the Lieutenant-Governor attaches no weight to 
native opinion, which has declared itself unanimously. His Honor, whatever 
may be his private opinion, should act in accordance with the wishes of 
the people and the avowed policy of the Government of India. If His Honor 
could take the lead of the people and act in accordance with their desires, that 
would indeed be a happy thing. But since that cannot be done by him, let him 
pass the five years of his administration in aquiet manner. It is not at all 
desirable that the people of a country and its ruler should advance at different 
rates of progress. The Editor is sorry to say this, but the policy which His 
Honor is adopting compels him in a manner to say so. 

Samactan. 35. The same paper is glad to notice that the Select Committee on the 
re Municipal Bill, by improving upon the original 
usps. cusses Bill as introduced by Mr. Reynolds, have done 
their duty. In many cases the Commiitee have given a favourable hearing to 
newspaper criticisms, and all the members, excepting Messrs. Dampier and 

Allen, have acted in an independent spirit. | 
PRasuatt, 36. Referring to the labours of the Education Commission, the Prabhati, 
Mare re FOR of the 29:h March, remarks :—It appears, 
from what Dr. Hunter has said on the subject 
by way of introduction, that a considerable change will be introduced in the 
system of primary education. Itis likely that the burden of primary educa- 
tion will fall on local Committees. But as the income at the disposal of 
these Committees is small, Government ought to advance funds for the 
purpose. If Government be really desirous of improving education among 
the people, then any display of niggardliness on its part is likely to be 
disastrous to the object aimed at. Again, if any reduction of expenditure 0 
education be necessary, it may be effected by doing away with the services of 
highly paid English Inspectors, seeing that the duties attaching to their office 
are at present done by Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors. Now that local 
Committees are going to be established, the work which has hitherto been don? 

by Inspectors might be transferred to these local bodies. 

Sppooen Puen 37. The Sangbad Purnachandrodayd, of the 29th March, complais 
March 2th, 1883. Civilians borrowing money from Of the practice on the part of Civilians of 


natives. orrowing money from natives of the county ™ 
The Lieutenant-Governor ought to check the practice. 


S.nensp Puasa 38. ‘The same paper, of the 80th March, asks Lord Ripon to devise 
pe neat ware means for organising a Native Volunteer Corp 
If such a corps were organized, it-would sure!) 


The Education Commission. 
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are found: so wanting. : | | | 

ose The Prabhatt, of the 30th March, complains of the practice 
officers borrowing obtaining. among officers of Government. 

= employed in the mofussil of borrowing money 


satisfy His Excellency by its loyalty—a quality in which Angio-Indian; 


PRaBHAT!, 
March 30th, 1883. 


| and receiving benefits of. various. kinds. from natives. It is needless.to say: 


that, in consequence of this objectionable practice, the ends. of justice are: 
often defeated. Government ought to interfere. 7 
40. A correspondent of the same paper complains -of the mismanage- 
ment which characterises the affairs of the 
municipality of Jayanagar, situated not far 
fom Calcutta. The same members are returned every year, and these men, 
‘qstead of labouring for the public good, take care to secure-their own interests 
and those of their friends. Government ought to turn its attention to the 
affairs of this municipality. 

4). The Purusottam Patrikd, of the 12th March, publishes the 
details of a case in which the Puri Police 


is charged with having beaten a man to 
death. The case is swb yudice. 


“Tt is true, remarks the writer, that the police of this place are held 
in great dread. We have received many letters from the mofussil against 
it, but as they did not bear the signature of any known or respectable 
person, we did not feel it right to publish them. In future, however, we shall 
do our utmost to bring cases of this kind to the knowledge of the Mavzistrate.”” 


42, The Utkal Diptkad, of the 17th March, publishes the new rules for 


| the appointment of Deputy Collectors, and 
New rules for the appointment of observes that th ey are very proper an ain 
Deputy Collectors. : : 

every respect desirable. Persons will now 


Jayanagar Municipality. 


The Puri Police. 


obtain their appointment to the Subordinate Executive Service by public 
competition. The standard of qualifications, namely, success in the Entrance 
Examination of the University is, however, lower than it ought to be. 


43, The same paper says:—The rules made by the Board of Revenue 
Rules for giving the right of for granting the right of occupancy are 


occupancy. 


ee excellent. Zemindars are always unwilling to 
give this right to the ryots, and where the ryots possess it, the zemindars do 


their utmost to destroy it. Unless the ryot institutes ‘& suit, the Government 
has not at present authority to interfere. It often occurs in estates under the 
management of the Court of Wards, that the Manager or District Collector, 
regarding himself as the representative of the zemindar, deprives the ryots 
of the right of occupancy. Waving examples of this kind in view, the 
Board has published the new rules. In the khas mehals, when the rents are 
unjustly increased, should the ryot be unable or unwilling to pay, he is 
immediately ousted, notwithstanding his right of occupancy. Many such 
petitions have been presented by the Khoordah surbarakars. Whether 
they have any other right or not, they have acquired at least one, and 
a in the same way as the ryots—that is by long occupancy of their sur- 
pexaees ; nor would it be easy to deprive them of this right, simply on 
the ground of incompetency. If settlement officers will only carry out the 
excellent instructions of the Board, and equally respect the rights of all, 
much good will accrue to poor surbarakars and ryots. Judged by these 


rules, the decision of the Collector of Cuttack in regard tothe Banki 
Jagirdars must be pronounced unjust. 


44. The same paper contains an unfavourable review of a recently- 
Sait ite wet os published “ Brief History of Orissa.” The 


spector of Schools. Kditor remarks that on its publication the | 
Joint-Inspeotor of Schools introduced it 


PraBHatyi. 
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March 12th, 18838. 


UtcaL Dipika, 
March 17th, 1883. 


Urgat Dipixa. — 


Urxat Dipixa, 
March 17th, 1888, 
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and had its introduction into the schools been delayed til 


( 148.) 


with such haste into the schools that many of the scholars who hag 
previously purchased the manual in use were obliged to purchase thi, 
book. One cannot, however, approve of the Joint-Inspector’s conduct 
in this matter, inasmuch as the new work is in no way worthy of approval, 
Nevertheless, as it has received his approval, had a ac price been fixed, 


next year, no inj 
would have been done. ‘To put scholars to unnecessary expense is not right, 
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